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Marjan  Mosque. 

Built  in  1357  and  called  after  its  founder, 
Marjan  ibn  'Abdullah  ibn  'Abdul  Rahman,  a  freed 
slave  of  one  of  the  Zangid  Sultans  who  were 
Turks  by  race  and  by  origin  themselves  slaves. 
Marjan  (  =  Coral)  was  Governor  of  Baghdad  in 
1367,  died  in  1374  and  is  buried  under  the  dome 
of  the  mosque.  The  building  contains  some  hue 
cut  brick  inscriptions  recording  the  date  of  its 
foundation  and  the  endowments  attached  to  it. 
It  stands  on  the  main  thoroughfare  of  Baghdad. 

Khan  Ortmah. 

Built  in  1359  by  the  founder  of  the  Marjan 
mosque  and  preseated  by  him  to  the  mosque  as 
part  of  its  endowments.  The  khan  is  a  splendid 
vaulted  building  which  still  serves  its  original 
purpose  and  is  used  to-day  as  a  place  of  deposit 
for  merchandise. 

Tomb  of  Al  'Aquli. 

The  mosque  Al  'Aqulivah  is  not  far  to  the 
\.  \V.  of  the  mosque  of  Marjan.     It  was  founded 


in  1327  in  memory  of  'Abdullah  al  Aquli  who 
died  in  that  year  and  is  buried  in  the  mosque 
He  was  a  teacher  in  the  college  of  Mustansir  Bill  ah. 
The  mosque  and  tomb  have  been  frequently 
rebuilt,  but  the  sarcophagus  of  'Abdullah  is  well 
preserved  and  is  a  magnificent  example  of  14th 
century  wood  work.  The  minaret  is  probably 
part  of  the  orginal  14th  century  building.  It  re- 
sembles the  13th  century  minaret  of  the  Oamariyah 
mosque. 

Palace  of  the  Citadel. 

A  few  vaulted  rooms  in  the  citadel  decorated 
with  line  cut  brickwork  of  the  13th  century 
formed  part  of  a  late  Abbasid  palace  which  may 
have  been  that  of  the  Buwaihid-  Amirs,  a  family 
of  Persian  origin  which  towards  the  middle  of  the 
9th  century  obtained  a  position  of  great  authority 
in  Baghdad.  The  Buwaihid  palace  or  palaces 
occupied  the  site  of  a  palace  of  the  Abbasid  Khalifs 
known  as  the  Taj  which  in  turn  had  replaced  the 
palace  of  the  Barmicides.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  famous  ja'far  al  Barmiki  was  Wazir  to 
Harun  al  Rashid. 


Qamariyah  Mosque. 

On  the  Right  bank.  Founded  in  1225  but 
nothing  remains  of  the  original  building  exeept 
the  minaret. 

Madrasat  al  Mustansariyah. 

A  college  built  by  the  'Abbasid  Khalif 
Mustansir  Billah  in  A.D.  1236.  It  was  used  by 
the  Turks  as  a  Custom  House  and  is  now  in  ruins. 
It  stands  on. the  Lett  bank  of  the  Tigris  just  below 
the  upper  bridge  of  boats. 

Minaret  of  Suq  al  Ghazl. 

The  minaret  is  all  that  remains  of  a  vast 
mosque  known  as  the  Mosque  of  the  Khalifs  which 
was  attached  to  their  palace.  The  mosque  was 
founded  in  A.D.  908,  but  the  minaret  is  of  a  later 
period  and  may  possibly  be  dated  towards  the 
end  of  the  11th  century  A.D.,  when  it  is  recorded 
that  the  minaret  of  the  Mosque  of  the  Khalifs 
was  rebuilt. 


Tomb  of  the  Sitt  Zubaidah. 

North-east  of  the  Railway  Station.  It  is 
popularly  supposed  to  the  burial  place  of  the 
favourite  wife  of  the  Khalif  Harun  al  Rashid  (9th 
century)  ;  the  attribution  is  however  uncertain. 
The  existing  structure  belongs  to  a  type  of  archi- 
tecture which  is  probably  not  earlier  than  the  13th 
century,  and  it  has  been  so  frequently  rebuilt  that 
no  part  of  it  can  be  said  with  certainty  to  be  as 
old  as  that  period.  Attached  to  the  tomb  was  a 
large  mosque,  which  fell  down  in  1780. 

Mosque  of  Ma'ruf  al  Karkhi. 

Near  the  tomb  of  the  Sitt  Zubaidah.  Ma'ruf 
was  a  saint  who  died  in  A.D.  816  ;  his  tomb  still 
exists  ;  the  mosque  which  contains  it  is  however 
of  later  date  and  has  frequently  been  rebuilt.  The 
minaret  is  dated  1215  A.  D.  but  the  inscription 
giving  the  date  appears  to  be  a  copy,  relatively 
modern,  rather  than  the  original  text. 


Tomb  of  Shihab  al  Din  'Umar  Suhrawardi. 

Near  the  Bab  al  Wustani  of  the  old  town  wail. 
Shihab  al  Din  'Umar  was  a  celebrated  Snli  who 
died  in  A.  D.  1234.  The  conical  construction 
which  crowns  the  tomb  has  been  frequently  re- 
stored. It  is  similar  to  that  which  covers  the 
tomb  of  the  Sitt  Zubaidah,  the  tomb  of  Ezekiel 
at  Kifl  and  other  monuments  in  Mesopotamia. 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  of  these 
buildings  are  older  than  the  13th  century,  but  the 
local  type  is  probably  very  ancient  and  may 
represent  a  modification  of  the  spiral  minarel  of 
Samarra  (9th  century). 

Khasaki   Mosque. 

Opposite  the  A.  D.  Dairy  Farms.  It  is  said 
to  have  been  originally  a  church.  Round  the 
door  of  the  mosque  is  a  band  of  decoration  which 
dates  from  the  end  of  the  18th  century.  In  the 
courtyard,  built  into  a  wall,  is  an  exceedingly  in- 
teresting but  much  ruined  marble  niche  which  in 
its  strongly  classical  features  recalls  the  8th  and 
9th  century  work  of  the  Xisibin  district  and  was 


almost  certainly  brought  from  that  region.  This 
niche  is  the  eldest  existing  monument  in  Baghdad, 

but  the  date  of  its  importation  from  the  north  is 
not  known.  The  decoration  recalls  the  8th  and 
uth  centuries. 


Tomb  of  'Abdul  Qadir  Qilani. 

Abdul  Qadir,  the  founder  of  the  Qadiriyah 
order  oi  Derwishes,  died  in  1253.  The  extensive 
precincts  of  the  sanctuary  built  to  perpetuate  his 
memory  contain  a  mosque,  the  tomb  of  'Abdul 
Qadir.  accommodation  for  the  numerous  pilgrims 
who  visit  the  tomb  and  a  modern  clock  tower. 
None  of  these  constructions  are  ancient, '  though 
they  stand   upon  the  Original  site  of  the  shrine. 


Bab  al  Talism. 

A  line  gate  in  the  town  wall,  completely  des- 
troyed by  the  Turks  on  the  eve  Qf  our  entry 
into  Baghdad. 


Mosque  of  Abu  Hanifah  at  Mu'adhdham. 

The    principal    mosque    at    Mu'adhdham    is 

sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Imam  Abu  Hanifah 
raid  contains  his  tomb.  He  was  the  founder  of 
the  Hanafi  sect,  the  earliest  of  the  four  orthodox 
sects  of  the  Sunnis  and  died  about  the  year 
A.D.  767  after  having  helped  the  Khalif  Mansur 
in  the  building  of  Baghdad.  A  college  for  the 
study  of  Hanati  law  was  founded  near  the  shrine 
in  the  11th  century  and  shortly  afterwards  the 
tomb  was  covered  by  a  high  white  cupola.  The 
existing  buildings  are  modern.  The  cemetery  in 
which  Abu  Hanifah  was  buried  was  the  first 
m  burial  ground  of  Eastern  Baghdad,  but 
previous  to  the  founding  of  Baghdad  it  had  been 
in  Sasanian  times,  a  Magian  grave  yard. 

Mosque  of  Kadhimain. 

The  great  mosque  at  Kadhimain  contains  the 
tombs  of  the  7th  and  9th  Shi'ah  Imams,  Musa  ibn 
Ja'far,  surnamed  al  Kadhim,  and  his  grandson 
Muhammad  ibn  'AH,  called  al#Jawad  oral  Taqi. 
Musa   who   was   the  grandson  of  the  grandson  of 
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Husain  ibn  'Ali,  who  is  buried  at  Karbala,  was  put 
to  death  by  the  Khalii  Harun  al  Rashid  in  802, 
while  Muhammad  died,  it  is  said  by  poison,  in 
834.  Who  first  built  the  shrine  is  unknown.  It 
existed  in  the  10th  century  and  was  plundered  by 
the  populaee  of  Baghdad  in  the  1 1th  century,  but 
restored  almost  immediately  afterwards.  In  the 
13th  century  it  is  described  as  standing  in  the 
midst  of  a  walled  town,  inhabited  by  a  con- 
siderable population.  Nasr-ud-Din,  Shah  o\ 
Persia,  caused  the  twin  domes  to  be  plated  and 
the  minarets  to  be  richly  ornamented  with  gold. 
No  part  of  the  existing  building  is  ancient,  but  the 
mosque  is  one  of  the  finest  of  the  Shi'ah  monu- 
ments of  the  'Iraq.  As  in  all  Shi'ah  mosques, 
none  but  Mahommadans  are  permitted  entrance. 
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